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Arctic Precision (AP) Rifle Program

Congratulations on successfully completing your high school rifle season. Your commitment to
training, discipline, and excellence in marksmanship has brought you to the next stage of your
development. The Arctic Precision (AP) Rifle Program provides an opportunity for athletes to
continue refining their skills beyond the Alaska School Activities Association (ASAA) high school
rifle season.

Arctic Precision serves as a training and competitive extension program that unites athletes from
all three Fairbanks high school rifle teams. Participants continue developing their technical and
mental skills in a structured environment that emphasizes personal growth, responsibility, and
precision.

Formerly known as Midnight Sun Sharpshooters, the program underwent a name change to Arctic
Precision to reflect a renewed mission and broadened scope. This rebranding embodies the
program’s emphasis on precision, discipline, and year-round development while fostering a shared
identity for athletes seeking to excel at the local, state, and national levels.

Program Overview

Disciplines and Team Structure
The Arctic Precision Rifle Program focuses on three Olympic-style precision shooting disciplines:

° Three-Position Smallbore (.22 LR)
° Three-Position Air Rifle

o 60-Shot Standing Air Rifle



Each of these disciplines requires mastery of technique, body control, and mental resilience.
Athletes train to perform consistently across standing, kneeling, and prone positions, learning to
adapt to varying match conditions and equipment setups.

The number of athletes able to participate is based on the range availability. This varies day to day
and there is not a set number each year.
We ask each athlete to complete an application.

Program Administration

The program is operated under the Tanana Valley Sportsmen’s Association (TVSA), which
provides qualified coaching, range access, and program logistics. TVSA manages the administrative
framework, including registration, equipment rentals, and competition coordination.

Program structure is based on a 16-week training block, designed to maintain continuity in
athlete development and ensure steady progress through a consistent training schedule.

Program Goals and Philosophy

The Arctic Precision Rifle Program is built on the principles of technical excellence, personal
accountability, and sportsmanship. The program’s philosophy centers on helping each athlete
become a disciplined, thoughtful, and self-driven competitor.

Core Goals

1. Skill Development: Provide structured and progressive training that advances beyond the
fundamentals learned in high school programs.

2. Competitive Preparation: Equip athletes for participation in regional, state, and
national-level competitions.

3. Performance Analysis: Use data-driven feedback to measure improvement and enhance
consistency.
4. Character Building: Encourage teamwork, perseverance, and ethical conduct both on and

off the range.

5. Long-Term Growth: Support athletes in setting and achieving performance goals aligned
with their individual aspirations.



Athletes are expected to embrace a mindset of continual improvement. Practices are designed not
only to refine shooting skills but also to build self-awareness, focus, and emotional control — key
attributes in precision shooting.

Eligibility and Enrollment

Participation Requirements

The program is open to all athletes beginning in January following their first high school rifle
season. This ensures that participants have a foundational understanding of safety, range conduct,
and basic marksmanship principles.

The fall session is reserved for returning Arctic Precision athletes who have participated within
the previous 12 months, providing continuity for those preparing for competitive events later in
the season.

Age and Grade Guidelines

Participation is open to students in grades 9 through 12 who demonstrate maturity,
responsibility, and commitment to safe firearm handling and team participation. Exceptions may
be considered for athletes who have graduated (out of HS for more than 1 year), with approval
from the coaching staff.

Practice Schedule and Training Options

Athletes may select practice times for up to three days per week as part of the formal application
process. All practice days are subject to availability, and while every effort will be made to honor
preferences, not all requests can be accommodated due to range space and lane limitations.

To facilitate scheduling, athletes are required to rank their preferred practice days in order of
priority. If an athlete is unable to attend practice on a specific day due to external commitments or
obligations, this must be clearly indicated in their formal application to assist in accommodating
their needs.

Important Note: Practice day selections as part of the application do not guarantee availability. Final
schedules are determined based on the range's availability and the number of lanes allocated for
each day.

Available Practice Days & Times (Starting January 12, 2026 - May, 08, 2026)



Monday - 4:00 to 6:00pm
Wednesday - 4:00 to 6:00pm
Thursday - 4:00 to 6:00pm
Friday - 4:00 to 6:00pm

By following this process, we strive to ensure fair and equitable access to practice times for all
athletes.

Frequency and Duration

Athletes may choose a training schedule that aligns with their availability and competitive goals.
Options typically include one to three practice sessions per week.

Training sessions are conducted primarily on weeknights, with occasional weekend sessions
scheduled for those preparing for travel competitions. Sessions include both coached training
and match simulation practice, providing opportunities for athletes to apply technical
instruction under competition-like conditions.

Practice sessions are up to two-hours; however the athletes are welcome to only shoot for 1 hour if
they would like, Coaches will not dictate the athlete’s training time during practice - it is up to the
athlete to determine how much time they intend to spend. Cost will still reflect as though athletes
spend two hours on the range.

Weekend sessions are not required, but encouraged for those attending any matches with Arctic
Precision. Those are scheduled based on the availability of the range, the number of athletes
traveling and their weekend availability.

Training Approach

The Arctic Precision training model emphasizes athlete-driven development within a supportive,
coach-guided environment. Practices are typically open-format unless designated as structured
sessions for competition preparation or focused group drills. This flexible approach allows
athletes to manage their own progression while still benefiting from expert instruction and
technical oversight.

Athletes are expected to arrive at each practice with specific goals in mind — whether refining
position stability, improving shot grouping, or developing match endurance. Coaches are available
to provide feedback, assign targeted exercises, and help troubleshoot technical challenges, but
athletes are responsible for directing their individual efforts and maintaining self-discipline during
training.



When group needs or upcoming competitions require focused instruction, practices may be
structured to address shared objectives such as time management, mental focus, or advanced
shooting drills. This balance between independence and structured coaching encourages athletes
to take ownership of their development while maintaining alignment with team goals.

Coaching and Support

Coaching Staff

The Arctic Precision program is led by experienced coaches who bring both technical expertise
and competitive experience to the range. Coaches provide direct instruction, individualized
evaluation, and ongoing mentorship to help athletes achieve excellence.

Coaching staff emphasize safety, sportsmanship, and professionalism while cultivating a positive
learning environment. When available, coaches accompany athletes to select competitions to
provide support and guidance.

Program Support

The Arctic Precision Rifle Program provides a comprehensive support framework designed to
simplify athlete participation and ensure smooth program operation. Support includes equipment
rental options, ammunition for practice sessions, and administrative assistance with
competition registration and logistics.

For team matches, registration is coordinated by the coaching staff. Coaches will manage event
entries, secure competitor numbers, and provide each participating athlete with the necessary
match details and schedules. Athletes will be responsible for completing any required registration
forms or waivers and returning them promptly to the coaching staff for submission. This process
ensures that all team members are properly entered in events, comply with match requirements,
and receive official competitor identification in a timely manner.

Individual competitions must be completed by the individual athlete and their family; however
support or assistance in the paperwork will be available if an athlete or family member has
questions. Questions unable to be answered by coaching staff should be addressed to the match
director and sponsoring organization (The CMP, USA Shooting, NRA, etc.)

This coordinated system allows athletes and families to focus on preparation and performance
rather than paperwork, while ensuring compliance with competition standards and deadlines.




Cost and Payment Structure

At this time, the finalized cost structure for the upcoming season has not been determined.
However, the Arctic Precision Program’s expenses will depend on multiple factors, such as range
fees, ammunition use, equipment rentals, and the number of training sessions each athlete attends
per week. Below is a summary of the cost components and key factors that contribute to potential
variations in expenses.

Season Details

Season Length: 16 weeks

Session Duration: 2 hours per session

Range Fees: Athletes are responsible for range fees, which support the maintenance and operation
of the TVSA facility. These fees are determined by the facility and may vary throughout the season.

Ammunition Costs: Air Rifle Pellets: Air rifle athletes require a specific amount of pellets, and
usage is based on regular practice needs.

Smallbore.22LR Ammunition: Smallbore athletes use boxes of ammunition each week. These costs
will depend on individual usage. Athletes not participating in smallbore practices will not need
this type of ammunition.

Equipment Rentals:

Athletes who do not own their own rifles and gear will need to rent program equipment for the
season. This includes:

Air Rifle

Smallbore Rifle

Shooting Gear (jacket, pants, boots)

Athletes who own their equipment will not incur rental costs.

Competition Opportunities

Junior Olympics - JO Rifle Qualifiers (JORQ)

The Junior Olympics (JOs) is a prestigious national ranking event in precision shooting, hosted
annually in April, where hundreds of elite athletes from across the United States compete for
distinction. Participants range from ages 11 to 21 and include current NCAA athletes, aspiring
collegiate shooters, and even World Champions. JOs is considered one of the most competitive and



rewarding opportunities for junior athletes to showcase their skills on a national platform while
gaining exposure to higher levels of competition and potential collegiate recruitment.

Participation in the JO National Championship is by invitation only, issued by USA Shooting. To
earn an invitation, athletes must meet specific criteria, including shooting a qualifying score at a
designated USA Shooting match. In Alaska, the JO Qualifying events are hosted by the University of
Alaska Fairbanks (UAF) at the E.F. Horton Range, providing local athletes with a convenient way to
attempt qualification. This year’s qualifiers are scheduled for December 6 and 7, offering athletes a
crucial opportunity to secure their place in this prestigious competition.

Steps to Qualify for the Junior Olympics
To compete at the ]JO, athletes must follow these important steps:

1. Become a USA Shooting Member:

Athletes must hold a valid Junior Membership with USA Shooting to be eligible for JO participation.
Membership registration is completed at members.usashooting.org. It is essential to use an email
address that is checked regularly and entered correctly, as invitations to the Junior Olympics are
sent exclusively via this email. An accurately spelled and legible email ensures athletes receive
their invitation without issue.

2. Participate in a Qualifying Match:

Athletes must shoot in one Air Rifle match and/or one Smallbore match during the JO qualifying
period. Multiple attempts for the same discipline are not allowed, meaning athletes must rely on
their best performance in a single match to meet the qualifying score.

3. Shoot a Qualifying Score:

USA Shooting establishes automatic qualifying scores for each event every year, and achieving
these scores guarantees an invitation to the Junior Olympics. The automatic qualifying scores for
2026 are:

o Air Rifle: 580

o Smallbore: 575

How Athletes Can Earn Invitations
There are three paths for athletes to secure invitations to the Junior Olympics:

1. Shooting an Automatic Qualifying Score:

Achieving the score set by USA Shooting at the qualifying match guarantees an automatic
invitation to the JO.

2. Winning a State Championship:

State champions in each event automatically earn invitations to compete at the Junior Olympics.


https://members.usashooting.org/member/login

3. Event Fill Invitations:

USA Shooting may issue additional invitations to fill the competition, based on the number of
participants and available slots at the event. This discretionary process gives deserving athletes a
chance to attend even if they do not meet automatic qualifying standards.

Importance of Qualifying Matches

Athletes in the Arctic Precision Program are highly encouraged to participate in JO qualifying
matches, even though the event is voluntary. Shooting at this level provides valuable experience,
testing athletes’ abilities under competition conditions, and giving them a glimpse of the skill
required to perform at national and collegiate levels. Coaches strongly advise all athletes to take
advantage of the qualifying matches as part of their training and development.

Key Notes for Athletes and Parents/Guardians

° Membership Requirement: You must have a valid USA Shooting membership to compete
at JORQ. Signing up for membership as early as possible ensures eligibility for the qualifiers.
° Regularly Check Email: Invitations to the JO are sent via email on the competition form.

Athletes must provide an email that is checked frequently, spelled correctly, and written legibly to
avoid missed communication.

) Single Match Opportunity: Athletes can only shoot one qualifying match per discipline
(Air Rifle and Smallbore). Multiple scores for the same event will not be accepted.
° Qualifying Scores: Achieving the automatic qualifying score guarantees an invitation.

Athletes should focus on hitting the necessary scores (580 for Air Rifle and 575 for Smallbore)
during their qualifying match.

) Financial Responsibility: Arctic Precision program costs do not include ANY fees related
to Junior Olympic Rifle Qualifiers (JORQ) or National Junior Olympic Championships. This includes:
Membership Fees, Match Entry Fees, Travel Costs (to National Championships should an athlete
receive and invite) and Ammunition Costs (

If an athlete wishes to participate in JORQ; they are responsible for completing the membership
steps, registering with the host organization and providing payment for the match fees.

The Significance of Junior Olympics Rifle Qualifiers (JORQ) Participation

Earning an invitation to the Junior Olympics is a significant accomplishment for any junior athlete.
Competing at JOs places athletes among the best shooters in the nation and provides a pathway to
collegiate programs and international competitions, including World Championships. Participation
also fosters personal growth, builds self-confidence, and creates lasting connections within the
precision shooting community.

By striving to qualify and compete in the Junior Olympics, athletes not only achieve individual
excellence but also elevate the status of their team and program. Coaches and mentors are



available to assist athletes throughout the qualification process, ensuring they are prepared to
seize this remarkable opportunity.

CMP 3PAR State Championship - February 21, 2026

The CMP 3PAR State Championship is a one-day match held annually in Anchorage, Alaska,
providing athletes with the opportunity to compete at a high level and showcase their precision
shooting skills against top competitors from across the state. This event is a core component of the
Arctic Precision Program, offering athletes valuable experience in a competitive environment
while also serving as an opportunity to represent the program in state-level championship events.
The match challenges athletes to apply the training, discipline, and techniques they’ve developed
through regular practice sessions, while fostering sportsmanship, camaraderie, and community
engagement.

Participation in the CMP 3PAR State Championship is self-funded and requires athletes to assume
financial responsibility for expenses associated with the event. In addition to the $25 entry fee,
which is an added cost beyond the standard Arctic Precision Program fees, athletes are expected to
arrange their own transportation and lodging in Anchorage for the duration of the event. This
includes travel to and from Anchorage, securing appropriate accommodations, and covering meals
and other incidentals during the event.

A highlight of the CMP 3PAR State Championship is the opportunity for teams to qualify for the
prestigious National 3PAR Championship held annually at Camp Perry, Ohio. Teams that achieve a
qualifying score, determined each year, earn an invitation to compete on the national stage. This
provides athletes with the exciting chance to test their abilities against top-tier competitors from
across the country while representing their program and state at one of the most competitive
shooting events in the nation. Qualifying for this event is a significant accomplishment,
underscoring an athlete's dedication to precision shooting and competitive excellence.

While participation in the state championship is not mandatory, this event offers unparalleled
benefits. Athletes gain valuable experience competing under pressure, refine their skills, and
develop independence by managing their logistics, including transportation and lodging
arrangements. The CMP 3PAR State Championship is not only an opportunity for individual and
team growth but also a stepping stone for ambitious athletes aiming to reach the highest levels of
competition.

CMP 3PAR National Championship



The CMP 3PAR National Championship is a prestigious annual competition hosted by the Civilian
Marksmanship Program (CMP). This event is dedicated to the three-position air rifle discipline,
including prone, standing, and kneeling shooting positions. Junior athletes from across the country
compete at this national-level championship after earning invitations by achieving qualifying
scores or placements at CMP-affiliated state qualifying matches.

As one of the nation’s premier youth shooting events, the CMP 3PAR National Championship
attracts the best junior athletes, including future NCAA competitors and aspiring professional
shooters. It provides participants with the opportunity to showcase their skills, compete in a
high-pressure environment, and gain valuable experience at the national level. The championship
emphasizes precision, discipline, and sportsmanship, while also encouraging individual and team
success.

The CMP 3PAR National Championship is a stepping stone to higher levels of competition, such as
collegiate programs and international events. For athletes and teams, this event represents a
unique opportunity to achieve national recognition, connect with the broader shooting
community, and further their growth in the sport. The championship is not only a test of skill but
also a celebration of youth precision shooting in the United States.

Arctic Precision Program Involvement in the CMP 3P National Championship

Athletes in the Arctic Precision Program regardless of qualification for the CMP 3PAR National
Championship will actively engage in fundraising efforts to help cover travel expenses for this
significant national event. Fundraising is a key component of their participation and an
opportunity for athletes to develop valuable community engagement and leadership skills.

Participants will take part in various fundraising activities, which may include attending local
community events to promote the program, volunteering at the Tanana Valley Sportsmen’s
Association (TVSA), and reaching out to local businesses for sponsorships and donations. These
efforts not only help offset travel costs but also build relationships between the athletes and their
community, fostering connections and garnering support for the program.

Through these activities, Arctic Precision athletes demonstrate their dedication to the program
and its mission while developing important communication, teamwork, and outreach skills. The
involvement of the athletes in fundraising highlights their commitment to both their sport and
community, and reflects the program’s emphasis on cultivating responsible, engaged, and
resourceful young leaders.




Fundraising in the Arctic Precision Program

Fundraising is a vital part of the Arctic Precision Program and is an expectation for all athletes,
regardless of whether they are on a travel team or participating locally. While travel expenses and
competition costs often require additional financial support, fundraising goes far beyond
monetary considerations. It builds a sense of community, fosters teamwork, and emphasizes the
values of commitment, shared responsibility, and collaboration that the program upholds.

Fundraising is not just about raising money; it’s about developing essential life skills. Athletes who
engage in fundraising activities learn how to effectively communicate with members of the
community, present their program and goals, and connect with local businesses and organizations.
These experiences help athletes build confidence, develop leadership qualities, and practice
teamwork as they work together toward a common goal. Whether they plan to compete nationally
or participate in training sessions locally, the skills gained from fundraising contribute to their
growth as individuals and athletes.

To ensure the process is accessible and organized, fundraising events will be posted to the
range locker as soon as they are available, so athletes can plan ahead and sign up to participate.
Sign-up sheets for each event will be provided for athletes to select the opportunities that fit
their schedules and availability. By working together as a team and showing their commitment
through fundraising participation, athletes help strengthen the overall program while building
lasting connections with teammates, coaches, and the community.

Fundraising also provides an opportunity for athletes to give back to the community that supports
them. By attending local events, volunteering at the Tanana Valley Sportsmen’s Association (TVSA),
or networking with businesses, athletes demonstrate their appreciation for the support they
receive. This exchange builds strong relationships between the program and the community,
fostering a culture of mutual respect and encouragement. These connections often lead to
long-term support for the program and create a stronger network of advocates for the athletes.

Finally, fundraising reinforces the idea that the Arctic Precision Program is a team effort. Every
athlete is encouraged to contribute because their involvement helps ensure the success of the
entire program. Fundraising allows the program to remain affordable and accessible for all
athletes by covering facility maintenance costs, equipment needs, and program enhancements that
benefit everyone. With a variety of fundraising opportunities, each athlete can play a role in
supporting the program’s operations and helping teammates achieve their goals.

Through fundraising, Arctic Precision athletes not only help sustain their program but also develop
invaluable skills and make a positive impact on their community. By actively participating in these
efforts, athletes embody the program’s values of teamwork, accountability, and shared success.
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